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Happy Holidays!
YASH ISEDA, PRESIDENT

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All!

I hope that this past year has taken you to some great fishing destinations. Whether it be Bonefish on 
Christmas Island or for the Rainbows and Browns (and Cutts) on the Green River in Utah, I’m sure all of 
your experiences were exciting.

The next three months, January, February and March 
will take us to the Lower Owens River in Bishop. 
Some of you may be worried about the weather at 
that time of year. A quote from a member, Bob Allen, 
says “…there is no such thing as cold weather, just 
inappropriate dress.” 

Each of the trips will be preceded by a workshop a 
week prior to the trip. At each meeting you will learn 
about knots, flies, set ups and equipment. We will 
also make you more aware of where to fish. 

These trips have grown in popularity over the last 
few years. This year we will miss our leader, Jeff 
Sadler, but know that he will be with us in spirit. 

The Lower Owens will provide you with every fishing 
opportunity, from Dry Fly, Nymphing, Soft Hackle, 
and Streamer fishing. Many of us are creatures of 
habit and fish in the same place every year. However, 
there are so many spots on the river that it would be 

wise to explore other areas. 

Einstein’s definition of insanity: “…doing the something 
over and over again and expecting a different result.” As 
on the Owens, you need to regularly change flies, set 
ups and locations to assure better results. 

The Owens trip has been so successful because we 
really have a great time. We meet for dinner each 
night and share stories of the days fishing in the 
evening. 

For those of you who think that the Lower Owens 
does not provide enough of a challenge, there will 
be a one fly contest on Saturday. Bring your best fly 
and join us. 

As you leave Bishop, you may want to stop at 
Schatt’s to pick up some bread, however, if you find 
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it too busy you might want to try the Great Basin Bakery for 
Sierra Mudd or Cowgirl Cookies. 

Please join us to start the New Year off with another great 
trip to the Owens.

Why Does Sadness 
Always Come in Threes…
JOHN VAN DERHOOF, EDITOR

After losing two of our favorite Club members: Jeff 
Katz and Jeff Sadler, I must announce the passing 

of a third member, Mike Dunn. 

Mike joined the club in 1979 and was President in 
1981–1982. Mike was probably the only club member 
that progressed from Editor of Target Talk directly to 
President having never held a prior Board position. During 
his Presidency he dramatically increased the club's 
sagging budget through a mammoth effort procuring 
donations from major fly fishing companies to the White 
Elephant Sale. He was also an avid tournament caster, 
and helped teach the annual club's Beginning Fly Casting 
Class—usually the Martinez Black.

In 1986 Mike and his wife Ida moved to Denair, California 
to farm a family almond orchard. He is survived by Ida 
and his two daughters Sarah Dunn and Stephanie Dunn 
Ramsey and their families. 

I wish more of the membership could have known him.
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Club Trips for 
2015 & 2016
TERRY KOMISAK, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT 

Here are the Club Trips for the next couple 
of months. Join us!

2015 & 2016 Trips:
trip date  trip & leader 

Nov. 5–8 Redding Area with Pablo Grabiel
Dec. 12–13  On the River Clinic/Owens R. with 

Joe Libeu
Jan. 7–10  Owens River with Yash Iseda
Feb. 4–7  Owens River with Yash Iseda
Mar. 10–13  Owens River with John Lincoln
Apr.  Dana or San Diego Harbour with 

Mark Flo
May 1–6  Green River, Utah trip
Jun. to be announced
Jul. 15–17 Brookie Bash with Mark Flo

Trip locations and dates are subject to change 
so monitor Target Talk or the Web Calendar 
for the latest information. Pre-Trip Meetings 
are held at the clubhouse starting 7:00 pm. 
Please contact me if you have any suggestions 
or questions at tk_nsp44@yahoo.com. 

2015 Venison Stag 
Christmas Dinner  
STEVE GONZALEZ, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT

The date of the venison Stag Christmas Dinner 
is fast approaching and it is time mark your 

calendar to reserve a spot for the club’s biggest 
social event of the year. The date for this year’s event 
is Saturday, December 5. 

The social hour will  begin at 6:00 pm  with 
refreshments and Hawaiian music provided. A 
delicious prime rib dinner with all the fixings cooked 
by our very own master chef John Lincoln and his 
team will be served starting at 7:00 pm. 

An accurate head count is necessary to plan and 
prepare the dinner and there is a reservation form 
included in this issue of the Target Talk. The cost 
is $20 if made by reservation or $30 at the door. Of 
course, all members, family and guests are welcome. 
Please send in your reservation as soon as possible.

For an event of this magnitude we depend on 
members for help. Please volunteer to help on one 
of the committees. We need people to clean the 
clubhouse, set up decorations and set the tables, 
assist the chef, and to do final cleanup. You can 
contact me or sign up on the lists located on the 
bulletin board in the clubhouse.

If you are able to help, Please e-mail me, Steve 
Gonzalez, at stevegonzalez@verizon.net or call me 
at 562-489-5286.

For our new members, this is a great opportunity 
to get to know the membership and the traditions 
of our great club. Be sure to mark the December 5 
on your calendar for the LBCC 2015 Venison Stag 
Christmas Dinner. 
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LBCC Northwestern Tournament 2015 Results
Trout Fly  
a casters
1  Chris Korich  99 (100)
6  Mark Tsunawaki  97
8  Gregg Rodriguez  96
12  Mark Lipe  92
12  Michael Miller  92
15  Larry Allen  90
b casters
2  Mark Flo  94

Bass Bug
a casters
1  Chris Korich  97
5  Larry Allen  92
13  Mark Tsunawaki  88
14  Gregg Rodriguez  87
b casters
4  Michael Miller  91 (89)
6  Mark Lipe  89
8  Mark Flo  88

Notes from the Pond and 
Info for Brookie Bash 
2016
MARK FLO, CAPTAIN

The Long Beach Casting Club fielded a team 
of five casters at the Northwestern Casting 

Tournament at the Golden Gate Casting Club. It was 
a BLAST to cast in Golden Gate Park with the Blue 
Angels flying the Diamond Formation overhead. I 
would like to thank the Golden Gate and Oakland 
Casting Clubs for their hospitality hosting the 
event.
 
We also did a pre-tournament at the Pasadena 
Casting Club that was hosted one month before the 
Northwest Tournament. I would also like to thank 
the Pasadena Casting Club for their hospitality.

We are still casting in December: Sunday the 6th and 

Sunday the 20th, starting at 9:00 am.

The Club will be hosting the annual Southwestern 
Tournament on Saturday February 13th and Sunday 
the 14th. Some of the best casters in the nation will 
be here casting, and this is a great opportunity to 
watch, learn and participate in our great sport. We 
need help with food preparation, score keeping, 
morning set up and afternoon take down. If you can 
volunteer for either day, please email me at mark.
flo@verizon.net or call 562-743-7434.

Brookie Bash 2016

The date for the Brookie Bash is the Saturday the 
16th of July, and we will be reserving condos for 
the evening of  Thursday the 14th to the morning of 
Sunday the 17th.  We will be requiring a cash (check) 
deposit after the New Year for those wishing to 
reserve space in the condos. 

Please email me at mark.flo@verizon.net or call 
562-743-7434.

1/4 oz. Accuracy
a casters
2  Mark Tsunawaki  94
6  Larry Allen  89
b casters
1  Mark Lipe  90
7  Gregg Rodriguez  84
8  Mark Flo  82
c casters
3  Zach Rodriguez  82
3  Marie Allen  82

Open Plug
a casters
1  Henry Mittel  98
4  Larry Allen  92
6  Mark Lipe  90
8  Mark Tsunawaki  87
b casters
5  Gregg Rodriguez  85

7  Mark Flo  84
c casters
4  Marie Allen  83
6  Zach Rodriguez  80

Angler’s Fly
a casters 
1  Glen Nagumo  156
4  Mark Tsunawaki  150 (133)
5  Larry Allen  148
10  Gregg Rodriguez  118
b casters
4  Mark Flo  101
6  Don Huseman  78

1/4 oz Distance
a casters
1  Henry Mittel  224
2  Larry Allen  214
4  Mark Tsunawaki  180
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b casters
1  Gregg Rodriguez  188
c casters
6  Zach Rodriguez  78

Dry Fly
a casters
1  Chris Korich  100 (100)
4  Larry Allen  99
8  Mark Flo  97
8  Mark Tsunawaki  97
12  Michael Miller  96
15  Mark Lipe  95
18  Gregg Rodriguez  90

Wet Fly
a casters
1  Larry Allen  100
7  Gregg Rodriguez  96
7  Mark Lipe  96
10  Mark Tsunawaki  94
10  Michael Miller  94
b casters
3  Mark Flo  93

3/8 oz  Accuracy
a casters
1  Henry Mittel  97

2  Mark Tsunawaki  94
3  Larry Allen  93
b casters
2  Gregg Rodriguez  90
4  Mark Lipe  88
7  Mark Flo  87
c casters
3  Marie Allen  81

5/8 oz  Accuracy
a casters
1  Henry Mittel  98
4 Larry Allen  94 (94)(89)
5  Mark Tsunawaki  92
6  Mark Lipe 91
b casters
2  Gregg Rodriguez  89 (88)
5  Mark Flo  87

Fly Accuracy Comb.
1  Chris Korich  393 
6  Larry Allen  381
9  Mark Tsunawaki  376
12  Michael Miller  373
13  Mark Flo  372
13  Mark Lipe  372
18  Gregg Rodriguez  369

Plug Accuracy Comb.
1  Henry Mittel  392
3  Larry Allen  368
4  Mark Tsunawaki  367
7  Mark Lipe  359
12  Gregg Rodriguez  348
16  Mark Flo  340

All Distance Comb.
1  Henry Mittel  379 
2  Larry Allen  362
4  Mark Tsunawaki  330
5  Gregg Rodriguez  306
 
All Accuracy Comb.
1  Henry Mittel  773
4  Larry Allen  749 
5  Mark Tsunawaki  743
8  Mark Lipe  731
11  Gregg Rodriguez  717
13  Mark Flo  712

All Around
1  Chris Korich  26
3  Larry Allen  43
5  Mark Tsunawaki  60
11  Gregg Rodriguez  89

 New Club Members
GARY KOSAKA, MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

There are no new members.

Happy Holidays fellow fly casters! I hope 
this past year brought you quality time and 

enjoyment while challenging your passion.

Membership renewal starts in January for the 
2016 – 2017 membership year.  For the first time 
in history, you log on the LBCC site, http://www.
longbeachcastingclub.org/, click on membership, 
then on the Renewal Membership Form, and give 
your loved one(s) a membership for next year.
Also, I would like to remind you to remember to 

send updated address, email or otherwise, to the 
LBCC.  There are many of you not getting the club 
activity information. 

Have a safe and happy holiday season and may 
many tugs and tight lines be in your future!
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Project Healing Waters 
Fly Fishing
CAROLE KATZ, PROGRAM LEAD

The Long Beach Project Healing Waters program 
had a very busy summer. In addition to weekly 

casting and tying classes, there were several fishing 
outings. Bill Boyce was chosen to go to a once-in-
a-lifetime trip to Iceland sponsored by our national 
organization. Fishing was challenging but he did get 
a really nice one.

A group of thirteen fished the Mammoth area in 
September.  Several vets  caught their first trout—
big ones as you can see in the photos.
  
Then a group of fourteen went back to Bishop in 
October. Th is was during the Southwest Council 

FFF Fly Fishing 
Faire where there 
were several other 
PHWFF programs.

On October 24, we 
went to Jess Ranch 
Lakes to fish for the 
day with assistance 
provided by our 
good friends at Hi 
Desert Fly Fishers. 
This is always a 
special day with 

good food and good fishing.  Bill caught an unusual 
one.

And, during the last 
week of October, six 
of us went to the San 
Juan in northern New 
Mexico and the Piedra 
in southwestern 
Colorado. The fall colors 
were beautiful, the 
weather cooperated 
and the fishing was 
great. Our hosts at 

Soaring Eagle Lodge did a fantastic job with the 
guides, accommodations and meals.

We have one last 
trip this year, this 
one to Redding. Our 
group is growing 
which necessitates 
having more trips 
to accommodate 
everyone. There are 
a lot more photos on 
our Facebook page: 
Project Healing 
Waters Long Beach.

Thanks to all those who continue to make this 
program so very successful. If you’d like to volunteer 
or donate, please email me at Katzhogan@gmail.
com.
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The Lower "O" Season
THE LOWER "O" BOYS

This traditional season of winter trips has morphed 
into a truly great experience for beginning fly 

fishers as the old pros spend Saturday and part of 
Sunday on the shoulder of rookies teaching them to 
read the water, rig their rod, and catch pretty trout. 
The schedule is:

January 7–10;   Pre-Trip is Sunday, January 3 and led 
by Yash Iseda

February 4–7;   Pre-Trip is Sunday, January 31 and led 
by Yash Iseda

March 10–13;   Pre-Trip is Saturday March 5 and led 
by John Lincoln

Some comments from prior beginners:
      

“The Lower O is the best 
stream…EVER”,  Ernest H.

“The fish are HUGE on 
the Lower O”,  Zane G.

The Pre-Trip Meetings are a combination of trip info 
and a class telling you everything you need to know 
about from when you step out of your car in jeans and 
sweatshirt until you step into the river in waders and 
boots and your rod ready to rock-n-roll. The class 
stars at 9:00 am and goes until you are exhausted.

Secret spots revealed (Carole’s, Jeff’s, Bob’s 
and if he doesn’t show up, 3 Joe Libeu hot 
spots!).

Master nymph rig techniques (Yash)

Soft hackle & streamers (Danny)
Dry flies (Danny)
How to dress (John)
These classes are worth your while even if you 

can’t make the trips.

Gustatory delights include Amigo’s (Thursday), 
Japanese (Friday), and Pizza Factory (Saturday).  

PLUS, the home made 6, yes six foot, sandwich on 
Saturday for lunch (free).

Bishop is ¾ of a tank north in the beautiful Eastern 
Sierra and winter fishing can be spectacular. The 
weather can vary from pealing off layers of clothing 
to horizontal sleet. The Owens flow is currently at a 
very fishable rate.

The best part is the camaraderie of old and new 
friends and the sharing of arcane secrets.



top view

side view
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Fly of the Month:  Steelhead Slider 
JOHN VAN DERHOOF, EDITOR

One of the greatest thrills in fly fishing is the rise of a steelhead or salmon to a waking or skating dry fly. 
It is the culmination of a near perfect set of circumstances. First, the fish needs to be there (duh!) and 

usually the water temperature needs to be a bit warmer than normal. Then, the angler must make a precise 
cast with a bulky, wind-resistant fly and adeptly mend the line so that it slides over the fish at just the right 
speed. If the fly travels too slowly it may go unnoticed or sink in the current. If it goes too quickly it will either 
spook your quarry or get dragged below the surface. So, considering all of that, are you ready for a fly that will 
take out some of the variables?

Enter the Steelhead Slider, a fly that is easy to cast and virtually unsinkable under tension! This fly works on 
the reverse of the principle that makes Larry Dahlberg's famous Dahlberg Diver dive. The collar of a Dahlberg 
diver acts as a wing that pulls the fly below the surface. The collar of the Steelhead Slider lifts the fly to the 
surface and keeps it there with only the slightest amount of tension on the line and fly. The wings of the fly 
add to the effectiveness by creating a well-formed wake even at slow speeds. 

This is a pattern that can be tied in a wide variety of sizes and colors. For steelhead and salmon tie the fly in 
sizes #8 through #4. The colors that seem to best are pale yellow or orange with a natural tan or brown collar 
and a black body with a black collar. Smaller sizes such as #10 through #16 and more natural colors can be 
used to imitate grasshoppers or egg-laying caddis for trout. I introduced a trout version of this fly to my friends 
Gary LaFontaine and Craig Mathews years ago at a fly tiers  get together in Hamilton, Montana. Gary was so 
impressed after we fished it that morning on the Beaverhead that it became a staple in his fly box and was 
even included in his book The Dry Fly (Greycliff, 1990). 

So take it out for a try and enjoy!

Materials for tying the Steelhead Slider:

Thread: Black 6/0 or 8/0
Hook: Low water or dry fly salmon hook; size 

16 to 2
Body: Hot orange synthetic seal hair substitute 

(or color as desired) with fine oval gold 
tinsel

Underwing: Fluorescent orange Krystal Flash 
strands (or color as desired)

Wing: Golden pheasant tail lightly coated 
with Flexament

Collar: Deer or elk hair tied on as a collar, coated 
with Flexament and trimmed into a semi-
fan shape

Head: Black thread 
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Instructions for tying the Steelhead Slider:

1 Attach the thread to the hook to the shank directly 
behind the return of the looped eye. Wind the 
thread up onto the looped eye and close it off but 
leave about 2 headspaces distance from the eye. 
Now advance the wind the thread down to the 
bend in the shank.

2 Tie in the oval gold tinsel on the far underside of 
the hook. Apply the dubbing to the thread and 
wind it forward to the end of the looped eye. Wind 
the tinsel 3 turns next to each other to form a tag 
and then continue to wind forward 5 evenly spaced 
turns and 
t i e  i t  o f f 
o n  t h e 
under side 
of the hook. 

3 Cut off left 
a n d  r ig h t 
sections of 
the golden 
p h e a s a n t 
tail wing. They should be about 3/8” wide for a 
#6 fly. Brush a small amount of Flexament onto 
the wing, wipe off the excess with your fingers, 
and set aside to dry. Tie in about 20 strands of 
Krystal Flash that extends to the end of the body. 
Tie the wings in one at a time. They should be flat 
as possible forming a “V” with the point of the tips 
outward and extending to just beyond the bend.

4 Tie on a partial collar of deer or elk hair. The tips 
will be on top of the wing and should extend to 
the end of the body and the hair should not be on 
the underside of the hook. Stand the butt ends 
straight up with a couple of turns of thread. Spin 
on 1 or 2 sections of deer hair over the bare section 
of the looped eye and make sure that you leave 
enough room for a small head. Wind the head of 
the fly and whip finish.

5 Trim the underside of the hair collar very close to 
the hook but without cutting any of the thread 
wraps that secure it. Brush a small amount of 
Flexament onto the face of the collar and allow it 

to dry until it is 
tacky. At this 
point squeeze 
t h e  h a i r 
together into a 
fan shaped the 
top of which 
sh o ul d  c a n t 
toward the eye 
about 20 to 30 
degrees. Apply 

more Flexament to the face  of the collar and allow 
it to dry until it is tacky. When it is tacky once again 
squeeze the hair together and trim collar into a fan 
shape the height of which should not exceed the 
gape of the hook. 

 Allow the fly to dry overnight before taking it to 
your favorite place to try it out fishing.
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Calendar of Events
December 
 1 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 2 Wednesday 7:00 pm On The River Clinic: 3rd Lecture Night
 5 Saturday 6:30 pm  Venison Dinner
 6 Sunday 9:00 am  Sunday Casting Games
 7 Monday 7:00 pm Board of Directors Meeting
 8 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 9 Wednesday 9:00 am Conservation Team at San Gabriel
   7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum
 12–13 Weekend  On the River Clinic: Owens River Trip
 15 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 16 Wednesday 7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum
 20 Sunday 9:00 am  Sunday Casting Games
 22 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 29 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class

January, 2016 
 3 Sunday 9:00 am Pre-Trip & Workshop: Owens River #1 with Yash
 4 Monday 7:00 pm Board of Directors Meeting
 5 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 6 Wednesday 7:00 pm  Fly Tying Forum
 7–10 Weekend  Club Trip: Owens River #1 with Yash
 12 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 13 Wednesday 9:00 am Conservation Team at San Gabriel 
   7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum
 17 Sunday 9:00 am  Sunday Casting Games
 19 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 20 Wednesday 12:00 pm Nooner Lunch
   7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum 
 26 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 27 Wednesday 7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum 
 28 Thursday 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting: Pat Jaeger & Owens River/Eastern Sierras  

 30 Saturday 8:00 am SWC FFF FlyBuy

 31 Sunday 9:00 am  Sunday Casting Games 
   9:00 am  Pre-Trip & Workshop: Owens River #1 with Yash 

February 
 1 Monday 7:00 pm Board of Directors Meeting
 2 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 3 Wednesday 7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum
 4–7 Weekend  Club Trip: Owens River #2 with Yash
 9 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 10 Wednesday 9:00 am Conservation Team at San Gabriel
   7:00 pm On The River Clinic: 1st Lecture Night
 13 Weekend 9:00 am Southwestern Casting Tournament
 16 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class: Techniques & Demonstrations
 17 Wednesday 12:00 pm Nooner Lunch
   7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum
 23 Tuesday 7:00 pm Beginning Fly Tying Class
 24 Wednesday 7:00 pm Fly Tying Forum
 25 Thursday 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting:  Gary Bulla and Surf Fishing



Name:

I will attend the Venison Stag on Saturday, December 5, 2015

I will bring                 adults.  Total number                  @ 20.00 =                                     Total Enclosed:

I will bring                 children.  Total number                   @ 6.00 =                                  =                                

 Yes, I would like to help!

 Please call me at this telephone number    

 (            )               –                                         .  (cut out and return by 11-22-2015)

VENISON STAG RESERVATION
Saturday, December 5, 2015        Social Hour: 6:00 PM        Dinner: 7:00 PM

Reservations are due by November 22, 2015

Make checks payable to:

Long Beach Casting Club
and mail to the above at:

P.O. Box 90035
Long Beach, California 90809-0035

Sierra Pacific Fishing Adventures • 3901 Brayton Ave., Long Beach, CA 90807 • (310) 749-6771 • www.joelibeuflyfishing.com

Sierra Pacific Fishing Adventures
your Fly Fishing destination & resort outfitter

fl y fi shing excursions  •  classes  •  private instruction

JJOE L LI
BEU’U’S

2015–16  On-the-River-Clinics with 
Joe Libeu, IFFF Master Certified Casting Instructor  and  Kathy Kim, IFFF Certified Casting Instructor

Beginning on the River Clinic:  You will learn about a productive rigging system for subsurface and get an overview of insect 
life, reading the water and stream structure, safety and positioning yourself in the stream. You will gain insight and knowledge that 
will be a strong foundation in any fly fishing. 
    2015–2016 Dates:  October 31–November 1, 2015; December 12–13, 2015; February 5–6, 2016; March 5–6, 2016.  

Advanced On the River Clinic:  You will be introduced to the increasingly popular Czech and other European nymphing 
techniques. You will learn both short and long-line methods and how to tie these rigs. You will be amazed at how effective these 

methods of subsurface fishing are, and your understanding will help you improve in other 
areas of fly fishing. 

    2015–2016 Dates: 
November 14–15, 2015; February 5–6, 2016; March 19–20, 2016.

Both clinics are limited to a maximum of 6 students. A $300 
tuition includes two full days of on-the-stream instructions 
and stream-side lunch. Not included are lodging, tackle, 
other meals, licenses and transportation. Dates are subject to 
change based on local conditions.
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C A L I F O R N I A  T R O U T

K E E P E R  O F  T H E  S T R E A M S

   your fly fishing destination
& resort outfitter

fly fishing excursions • classes
private instructions
(310) 749-6771

3901 Brayton Ave., • Long Beach, CA 90807 • www.spfadventures.com

FISHING ADVENTURES
NIA ENG

DIRECTOR OF SALES

5325 e. pacifi c coast highway    •    long beach, ca 90804
direct 562.597.1341 x 117    •    facsimile 562.597.8741

nia@hotelcurrent.com    •    www.hotelcurrent.com


